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R 280800Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9145 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMCONSUL UDORN 
CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 0383 

BANGKOK ALSO PASS UDORN ELECTRICALLY 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ASEC EAIR SWEL LA 

SUBJECT: LAO CIVIL AVIATION CONDITIONS 

REF: A VIENTIANE03 1 9, B VIENTIANE 0363 

1 . A FRENCH EMBASSY OFFICIAL TOLD US MARCH 27 THAT A 
LAO AVIATION DOMESTIC FLIGHT CRASHED A WEEK AGO 
AT VIENTIANE'S WATTAY AIRPORT. HE SAID THE CRASH WAS 
DUE TO PILOT ERROR: "HE LANDED IT ON ITS NOSE." THERE 
WERE REPORTEDLY NO FATALITIES ALTHOUGH MOST OR ALL OF 
THE PASSENGERS AND CREW WERE INJURED. 

2. WE HAVE HEARD REPORTS FROM VARIOUS SOURCES THAT THE 
PLANE WHICH CRASHED ON MARCH 8 (REF A) HAD TAKEN OFF 
TOO LATE TO LAND IN VIENTIANE AND THAT ITS RADIO AND 
COMPASS WERE INOPERATIVE AT THE TIME OF TAKEOFF. WE 
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UNDERSTAND THE PILOT ATTEMPTED TO FOLLOW THE MEKONG 
RIVER TO VIENTIANE VISUALLY BUT BECAUSE OF DENSE HAZE 
AND DUST IN THE AIR COMMON AT THIS TIME OF YEAR HE WAS 
UNABLE TO FIND WATTAY AIRPORT. WHEN HIS FUEL WAS 
EXHAUSTED HE ATTEMPTED AN EMERGENCY LANDING WHICH 
RESULTED IN THE CRASH. 
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3. THE FRENCH EMBASSY OFFICIAL ALSO TOLD US THAT 
ALTHOUGH THE SOVETS HAD COMPLETELY WITHDRAWN THEIR 
PILOTS FROM CIVIL AVIATION IN LAOS THEY WILL NOW PUT 
AT LEAST ONE PILOT (OR CO-PILOT) BACK ON THE VIENTIANE/ 
BANGKOK FLIGHTS, WHICH IN RECENT WEEKS HAVE BEEN FLOWN 
SOLELY BY LAO PILOTS. HE SAID, "THEY DON'T WANT TO 

LOSE THEIR AIRPLANES." HE SAID FRENCH DIPLOMATS ARE 
NOT ALLOWED TO FLY ON LAO AVIATION. 

4. COMMENT: THE NEW TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS REQUIRING 
FOREIGNERS TO ENTER AND LEAVE LAOS ONLY THROUGH WATTAY 
AIRPORT (REF B) WILL NECESSITATE INCREASED USE OF LAO 
AVIATION FLIGHTS TO BANGKOK BY AMERICAN EMBASSY 
PERSONNEL AS WELL AS OTHER MEMBERS OF THE DIPLOMATIC 
CORPS. 

MCWILLIAMS 
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